
July 10, 2007 

MINUTES  

 
BE IT remembered that on the 10th day of July, 2007, at 9:00 A.M., the Board of 

Supervisors of Hinds County met in the Chancery Court Building, Board of Supervisors’ 

Room, Jackson, Mississippi; pursuant to the provisions of Mississippi Code 1972, 

Annotated, Section 19-3-19 and resolution heretofore adopted by the Board.  This being 

a special meeting of said Board, when the following were present:  

RONNIE CHAPPELL – PRESIDENT 

PEGGY HOBSON CALHOUN – VICE PRESIDENT  

CHARLES BARBOUR– MEMBER 

DOUGLAS ANDERSON - MEMBER 

GEORGE SMITH – MEMBER 

Also present and attending upon said Supervisors’ Court were Deputy Chancery 

Clerk, Greta Lovell; Deputy Recording Clerk, Erika Knight Epps; Capt. Gerald Dettman; 

Public Works Director, George Martin; Emergency Management Director, Larry Fisher; 

County Administrator, Anthony Brister and Board Attorney, Azande Williams when the 

following business was had and done, to-wit:  

AGENDA 

 ATTACHED TO and incorporated herein is the Agenda for today’s meeting.   A 

notice was posted pursuant to statute.  

INVOCATION 

PRESIDENT CHAPPELL called the meeting to order at 9:12 A.M.  Larry Fisher, 

Director of Emergency Management, offered the invocation. 

 

DISCUSS  FUNDING AND LOCATION OF THE PROPOSED REGIONAL JAIL 
 

 Mr. Anthony Brister, County Administrator, updated the Board regarding several 

conversations held with various agencies and the estimated land space needed for the 

Regional Jail.  He presented a detailed analysis of staff findings and what affect they  

would have on Hinds County. 

 Mr. Chris Epps, Director of the Mississippi Department of Correction, spoke in 

support of the Regional Jail and on the issues surrounding its construction. He stated 

that the County would need at least twenty-five (25) acres for construction of the facility. 

Mr. Epps stated that he was committed to providing assistance with the project which 

could bring approximately 1.5 million to the County from the State.  Mr. Epps suggested 

that the Regional Jail be constructed with a capacity to house up to 300 State inmates 

which law would allow.  He also stated that the State would reimburse Hinds County 
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$29.74 per day plus medical cost.    He also gave a detailed explanation on  how other 

Regional Jails were funded and how working together would allows these projects to run  

smoothly. 

 Supervisor Barbour expressed concerns about the need to have  exactly 25 acres 

to build. 

 Mr. Epps stated that the County did not have to be 25 acres;  however, it would 

be economically  better  to purchase 25 acres.  

 Supervisor Smith asked if the County would have  any  problem in purchasing 

land for this project?  He also wanted to know  if had been determined that the old land 

field could not be used? 

 Mr. Brister stated that there were some health reasons for not using the old land 

field and that IMS Engineering was currently looking for a site that would  be suitable  

for the  project.   

 Attorney Ronald Welch stated that he would have no problem with the project as 

long as the design included a recreational site for 400 inmates.  He also stated that he 

wanted to use the old Penal Farm land for additional use. 

Supervisor Anderson stated that if there was no problem with purchasing  the 

land, he would suggest that the County should proceed.  However, it was his opinion that 

the County should not purchase land on top of an old landfill.  In addition, Supervisor 

Anderson also stated that he did not feel construction of the Penal Farm and Regional 

Jail should be constructed one at a time but should be built simultaneously since the 

Board has two Bond issues that would enable the County to purchase land for these 

projects.  He stated that the Board should not delay these measures any longer. 

 Supervisor Smith stated that he agreed with the comments and suggestions made 

by Supervisor Anderson.    

Commissioner Epps stated that his only concerns are with the operational cost the 

County would incur when both the Penal Farm and Regional Jail are built..   

 Supervisor Anderson stated that he would like to see the City of Jackson assist 

with the cost of building the Regional jail and the Penal Farm.  In addition, he discussed 

housing of the City of Jackson’s inmates and how it affects Hinds County. 

 Supervisor Calhoun stated that the City, County and State all must work together 

in order to solve our crime problems.  She also stated that she was pleased that 

Commissioner Epps provided documents necessary for the Board to review in order to 

make  informed decisions regarding these matters.  She also stated that she was looking 

forward to working with the City of Jackson.   

 Commissioner Epps stated that Hinds County and the City of Jackson were the 

capital County and  City of the State and that should stand for something. He presented 

the Board with contracts that guarantee his commitment to these projects.  There was 

discussion on this matter.   

 Supervisor Barbour asked, “How would the State provide medical assistance and 

at what cost?” 
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 Commissioner Epps replied, “An inmate’s medical treatment would be the State’s 

liability not the County.”  He explained how this would be facilitated and the part the 

County would play in this process.  He also stated that once a State inmate has been 

diagnosed with a long-term illness,  that inmate would be immediately moved to 

Parchman Correctional Facility.    

 Supervisor Calhoun stated that once these facilities are constructed and 

operational the County, as well as the City of Jackson, the State’s capital city,  would be 

on the road to successfully combat crime.  Document affixed hereto and incorporated 

herein. 

 

DISCUSS FUNDING  OPERATING COST FOR THE PROPOSED EXPANDED  

RAYMOND ADULT DETENTION CENTER RECREATIONAL YARD 

 Supervisor Calhoun addressed the Board regarding the expansion of the 

Raymond Adult Detention Center recreational yard and jail facility.  She stated that 

Councilman Ben Allen, former President, Jackson City Council, sometime ago had 

agreed to assist with operational cost for this project. She stated that it would be 

appreciated if the City of Jackson would assist the County in the funding of some of these 

projects.   

 Councilman Marshand Crisler, City of Jackson, addressed the comments made by 

Supervisor Calhoun.  He stated that once the Council has assessed the situation, it was 

his belief that the Council would be more than willing to provide assistance, if funds are 

available.  However, he stated that he was only one member of the Council but he was 

encouraged by what was presented in today’s meeting.   

 Supervisor Barbour discussed his views on the proposed jail expansion and stated 

that he would like for the City of Jackson to assist in a at least a portion of the 

operational cost.  

Supervisor Anderson stated that the County would be delighted if the City of 

Jackson would participate with the operating costs because the County does not enough 

money in the budget to pay for the cost of operating the expansion.   He also stated that 

he  believed  the City of Jackson should help with operation cost for this  projects.   

 Supervisor Smith suggested that the Board move forward with these projects and 

know the direct funding sources and execute construction.  Document affixed hereto and 

incorporated herein.  

 Attorney Welch stated that he wanted to remind the Board that their agreement 

was  based upon two conditions which had not been made.  One condition was to have all 

jail door locks repaired and the other was hiring additional deputies.  As of today, these 

measures had not been fully implemented.    

 Mr. Eric Borlin, Assistant Maintenance Director, updated the Board on personnel  

in place to repair the locks but due to the type of contract with Nelson Electric they are 

not able to come to the Penal Farm on a 24 hour basis to make the necessary repairs on 

the locks.       
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Supervisor Calhoun asked if some of the requested equipment could be purchased 

with E-911 funds through the Sheriff’s Department. 

Attorney Welch stated that the numbers he had seen indicated that to adequately 

repair all door locks would have an estimated cost of six (6) million dollars. 

Supervisor Calhoun asked  why couldn’t we just start all over, add new locks, and 

make them tamper proof by putting some type of devices on them that could only be 

unlocked from the outside?  There was discussion on this matter, no action was taken.  

 

GPS TRACKING SYSTEM  FOR BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ VEHICLES 

 Supervisor Barbour addressed the Board regarding the installation of a GPS 

system on Supervisors’ vehicles.  He stated that a lot of vehicles have GPS devices 

installed on them.  He stated that  Board members should hold themselves and employees 

accountable for their job performance out in the field and after hours on County 

business.  He stated that he felt that this measure would be favorable to Hinds County 

and would provided accountability for vehicle use.    Supervisor Barbour suggested that 

the County Administrator look into the feasibility of installing a GPS device in each 

Board member’s vehicle. 

 Supervisor Smith stated that he would have no problem with installing a GPS 

system; however, it should be for employee who use County vehicles but not Supervisors.   

 A motion was made by Charles Barbour and a second by Peggy Hobson Calhoun  

to direct the County Administrator to look into the feasibility, cost and features available 

for GPS systems for some or all county vehicles.  With Douglas Anderson voting nay,  

Ronnie Chappell voting nay, and George Smith voting nay, the motion failed. 

  

REQUEST APPROVAL  TO  NAME  A  ROAD 

 Supervisor Anderson updated the Board on the request to name a private road in 

the City of Edwards.  There was discussion on this matter.   

 UPON A motion of Douglas Anderson and a second from Ronnie Chappell, 

Charles Barbour absent not voting, George Smith voting aye, Peggy Hobson Calhoun 

voting aye, it was  

 RESOLVED to name a private road in Edwards, MS, Gordon Drive. 
 Document affixed hereto and incorporated herein.   
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ADJOURNMENT 

 UPON A motion of Douglas Anderson and a second from Ronnie Chappell, 

Charles Barbour absent not voting, George Smith voting aye, Peggy Hobson Calhoun 

voting aye, it was 

RESOLVED to adjourn until August 7, 2007, Board of Supervisors’ Room, 
Chancery Court Building, Jackson, MS. Whereupon the meeting adjourned at 
approximately 11:00 A.M. Notice is hereby given that the meeting to be held on 
August 7, 2007, is a regular meeting of the Board.  

 

     HINDS COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

     _________________________________________  

     Peggy Hobson Calhoun, Board Vice President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attest: 

Eddie Jean Carr, Chancery Clerk 

By:______________________________D.C. 


