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MINUTES 

BE IT remembered that on the 24th day of March 2026, at 9:00 a.m., the Board of 

Supervisors of Hinds County met in the Board of Supervisors’ Room, Jackson, Mississippi; 

pursuant to the provisions of Mississippi Code 1972, annotated, Section 19-3-19 and resolution 

heretofore adopted by the Board.  This being a Special Meeting of said Board, when the following 

were present: 

ROBERT GRAHAM – PRESIDENT 

WANDA EVERS – VICE PRESIDENT 

DEBORAH BUTLER DIXON – MEMBER 

BOBBY MCGOWAN – MEMBER – ABSENT 

ANTHONY SMITH – MEMBER 

Also present and attending upon said Supervisors’ Court were Deputy Chancery Clerk 

Emily Bradley; County Administrator Lure Berry; Emergency Management Director Joseph 

Perkins; Public Works Director George Lewis; and Board Attorney Tony Gaylor, when the 

following business was had and done, to-wit: 

AGENDA 

AFFIXED HERETO and incorporated herein is the Agenda for today’s meeting.  A notice 

was posted pursuant to statute. 

CALL TO ORDER 

PRESIDENT GRAHAM called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m. 

INVOCATION 

DEPUTY MARQUETTE WELLS offered the invocation. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

PRESIDENT GRAHAM requested all stand and recite the Pledge of Allegiance. 

PUBLIC WORKS – CONSTRUCTION & ENGINEER PROJECT UPDATES 

New Detention Center – Benchmark Construction 

Mr. David Marsh, Benchmark Construction addressed the Board regarding progress on 

construction of the new detention center.  He reviewed photos showing the current status of the 

outside, roof, interior areas, and crawlspace areas.  Mr. Marsh stated the project is approximately 

65% complete.  There have been no change orders and none are expected.  Additional discussion 

was had.  Document affixed hereto and incorporated herein.  

*Supervisor Dixon entered the meeting at approximately 9:12 a.m.* 
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PUBLIC WORKS – EMERGENCY ITEMS 

Discussion – Tulane Avenue Change Order 

Mr. Tommy Avant, IMS Engineers, stated that paving on Tulane Avenue began on Friday, 

March 20, 2026.  However, the contractor reached the maximum asphalt quantity allowed on the 

purchase order with 350 feet remaining to be paved.  Discussion was had on the matter and the 

Supervisors determined that due to the time-sensitivity of the matter it was appropriate to consider 

as an action item during the Work Session. 

District 3 – Approve Change Order for Tulane Avenue Paving Project 

UPON A motion of Deborah Butler Dixon and a second by Wanda Evers, Robert Graham 

voting aye, Bobby McGowan absent not voting, Anthony Smith voting aye, it was 

RESOLVED to approve a change order to PO 25/11-02607, in the amount of $13,800.00, 
for an additional 120 tons of asphalt, to be paid with Use Tax Funds. 

Discussion – LSBP-25(58) Moses Rd and LSBP-25(61) West Flowers Rd Emergency Conditions 

Mr. Tommy Avant, IMS Engineers, stated that urgent action was needed to address urgent 

matters reported by State Aid on March 20 and 23, 2026, in reference to an immediate bridge 

closure to existing critical bridges, necessitating immediate action.  LSBP-25(58) Moses Road 

Bridge (District 2) and LSBP-25(61) West Flowers Road Bridge (District 5) have already been 

designed and approved by State Aid.  State Aid has determined immediate closure is needed due 

to continued deteriorating conditions.  The project designs include construction of temporary 

detour bridges to allow ingress and egress for residents and emergency vehicles.  Immediate 

closure of the bridges requires expediting the construction of the temporary bridges.  Discussion 

was held on the matter and the Supervisors determined that the matters qualified as an emergency 

and therefore appropriate to consider as action items during the Work Session. 

District 5 – Approve Emergency Declaration for LSBP-25(61) West Flowers Road Bridge 

UPON A motion of Anthony Smith and a second by Wanda Evers, Deborah Butler Dixon 

voting aye, Robert Graham voting aye, Bobby McGowan absent not voting, it was 

RESOLVED to approve a Declaration of Emergency for LSBP-25(61) West Flowers 
Road Bridge. 

District 2 – Approve Emergency Declaration for LSBP-25(58) Moses Road Bridge 

UPON A motion of Anthony Smith and a second by Wanda Evers, Deborah Butler Dixon 

voting aye, Robert Graham voting aye, Bobby McGowan absent not voting, it was 

RESOLVED to approve a Declaration of Emergency for LSBP-25(58) Moses Road 
Bridge. 

PUBLIC WORKS – CONSTRUCTION & ENGINEER PROJECT UPDATES 

Hinds County & State Aid Projects – IMS Engineers 

Mr. Tommy Avant, IMS Engineers, addressed the Board regarding the status of various 

Hinds County and State Aid projects.  Mr. Avant reviewed the projects as set forth in the attached 

document.  Additional discussion was had.  Document affixed hereto and incorporated herein.    
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Siwell Road Improvements – Waggoner Engineering 

Ms. Charna Mosely, Waggoner Engineering addressed the Board regarding Phase 1 of the 

Siwell Road Improvements.  She reviewed schematics of the current conditions and the planned 

improvements.  Additional discussion was had.  Document affixed hereto and incorporated 

herein.  

BUDGET & FINANCE 

Discussion – Documents Needed for Audit Completion 

Supervisor Graham addressed Chancery Clerk Eddie Jean Carr requesting that she work 

with the County Administrator and the auditors to provide all requested information.  Mrs. Carr 

stated that most items on the auditors’ punch-list were provided yesterday and the rest will be 

provided this week. 

PUBLIC WORKS 

Discussion – Public Works Equipment Update 

At the request of Supervisor Smith, Public Works Director George Lewis provided an 

update on Public Works equipment.  Mr. Lewis stated that the paver was out shop but additional 

repairs were needed on a turn-screw.  He stated that once Central Repair receives the necessary 

part, all repairs should be completed.  Additional discussion was had. 

Discussion – LifeScan Technologies Roadway Intelligence Program 

At the request of Supervisor Evers, Mr. Michael Crawford, LifeScan Technologies, 

addressed the Board regarding their Roadway Intelligence Program.  The program is designed to 

help create short-term and long-term road plans.  Additional discussion was had.  Document 

affixed hereto and incorporated herein.  

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

Discussion – Statewide Mutual Aid Compact (SMAC) 

Emergency Management Director Joseph Perkins addressed the Board regarding the 

Statewide Mutual Aid Compact (SMAC).  He stated that renewal for the program was required 

every four years and is now due.  He stated that execution of the necessary documents will be 

presented as an action item at the meeting on April 6, 2026. 

Discussion – County No. 35772, 1985 Chevrolet 4x4 Truck 

Emergency Management Director Joseph Perkins addressed the Board regarding County 

No. 35772, 1985 Chevrolet 4x4 Truck, VIN 1GCGD34J5FF426313.  Mr. Perkins stated that action 

items would be presented at the meeting on April 6, 2026, to declare the property as surplus, delete 

from inventory, and return to the Mississippi Forestry Commission per Department of Defense 

Federal Excess Property Program Cooperative Equipment Agreement. 
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Discussion – Burn Ban 

Emergency Management Director Joseph Perkins addressed the Board regarding the 

current burn ban, which will expire April 2, 2026.  Additional discussion was had.  

PERMIT & ZONING 

Discussion – PLZ-CU-26-0002 Petition for Conditional Use Permit by KenKalelus Aldridge 

Permit & Zoning Director Henry Davis addressed the Board regarding Case PLZ-CU-26-

0002, Petition for Conditional Use Permit by KenKalelus Aldridge.  The request is for a home-

based small auto body and collision repair shop on property located at 1630 Walton Circle, Bolton, 

MS 39041.  The petition will come before the Planning Commission on March 31, 2026, and before 

the Board on April 20, 2026.  Second Judicial District, Supervisor District 2.  Additional discussion 

was had. 

Discussion – PLZ-REZ-26-0001 Petition for Rezoning by Eric Williams 

Permit & Zoning Director Henry Davis addressed the Board regarding Case PLZ-REZ-

26-0001, Petition for Rezoning by Eric Williams.  The request is for rezoning property located at 

0 Highway 18, Utica, MS 39175 from C3 (Major Commercial) to AG (Agriculture).  The petition 

will come before the Planning Commission on March 31, 2026, and before the Board on April 20, 

2026.  Second Judicial District, Supervisor District 5. 

GRANTS 

Discussion – MDEQ Grant for Unauthorized Dumpsite Cleanup Program 

Director of Administration and Human Capital Development Lynn Seals addressed the 

Board regarding a Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) grant for 

unauthorized dumpsite cleanup.  Ms. Seals stated that MDEQ has awarded the County $25,763.00, 

with no match.  An executed copy of the grant agreement must be submitted by April 1, 2026, to 

accept the award.  Discussion was had on the matter and the Supervisors determined that due to 

the time-sensitivity of the matter it was appropriate to consider as an action item during the Work 

Session. 

Approve Execution of MDEQ Unauthorized Dumpsite Cleanup Grant Agreement 

UPON A motion of Anthony Smith and a second by Wanda Evers, Deborah Butler Dixon 

voting aye, Robert Graham voting aye, Bobby McGowan absent not voting, it was 

RESOLVED to approve execution of the Mississippi Department of Environmental 
Quality (MDEQ) Unauthorized Dumpsite Cleanup Grant Agreement by the Board 
President.   

Discussion – USDOT-FHWA Safe Streets for All Grant for Robinson Road 

Director of Administration and Human Capital Development Lynn Seals addressed the 

Board regarding the US Department of Transportation (USDOT) Federal Highway Administration 

(FHWA) 2025 Safe Streets for All (SS4A) Implementation Grant awarded to the County in 

December 2025.  The Grant is for Robinson Road in the amount of $20,000,000.00 with a 
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$5,000,000.00 match.  A response to the Grant Agreement is due today, March 24, 2026.  

Discussion was had on the matter and the Supervisors determined that due to the time-sensitivity 

of the matter it was appropriate to consider as an action item during the Work Session. 

Failed Motion – Accept USDOT-FHWA Safe Streets for All Grant for Robinson Road 

Supervisor Dixon moved to approve the US Department of Transportation (USDOT) 

Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 2025 Safe Streets for All (SS4A) Implementation Grant 

Agreement, in the amount of $20,000,000.00 with a $5,000,000.00 match.  Discussion was had 

regarding the funding source for the $5,000,000.00 match.  The motion failed for lack of a second. 

Discussion – USDOT-FHWA Safe Streets for All SAFE Grant 

Director of Administration and Human Capital Development Lynn Seals addressed the 

Board regarding the US Department of Transportation (USDOT) Federal Highway Administration 

(FHWA) 2025 Safe Streets for All (SS4A) Grant for the Street Applications for Equity (SAFE)-

SAFE Hinds County, in the amount for $1,280,000.00 with a $320,000.00 match.  A response to 

the Grant Agreement is due today, March 24, 2026.  Discussion was had on the matter and the 

Supervisors determined that due to the time-sensitivity of the matter it was appropriate to consider 

as an action item during the Work Session. 

Deny USDOT-FHWA Safe Streets for All SAFE Grant 

UPON A motion of Robert Graham and a second by Anthony Smith, Deborah Butler Dixon 

voting aye, Wanda Evers voting aye, Bobby McGowan absent not voting, it was 

RESOLVED to deny the US Department of Transportation (USDOT) Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) 2025 Safe Streets for All (SS4A) Grant for the Street 
Applications for Equity (SAFE)-SAFE Hinds County, in the amount for $1,280,000.00 
with a $320,000.00 match. 

BOARD ATTORNEY 

Discussion – Contract with City of Terry for Use of Election Equipment for Special Election 

Board Attorney Tony Gaylor addressed the Board regarding a contract with the City of 

Terry for Use of Election Equipment for their upcoming Special Election for Alderman to be held 

on March 31, 2026.  Discussion was had on the matter and the Supervisors determined that due 

to the time-sensitivity of the matter it was appropriate to consider as an action item during the 

Work Session. 

Approve Contract with City of Terry for Use of Election Equipment for Special Election 

UPON A motion of Wanda Evers and a second by Anthony Smith, Deborah Butler Dixon 

voting aye, Robert Graham voting aye, Bobby McGowan voting aye, it was  

RESOLVED to approve a Contract between the Hinds County Board of Supervisors and 
the City of Terry for Use of Election Equipment for their upcoming Special Election for 
Alderman to be held on March 31, 2026.   

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRESIDENT GRAHAM announced the following meetings of the Board of Supervisors: 
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April 6, 2026 Board of Supervisors’ Room 
Regular Meeting Chancery Court Building 
 Jackson, MS 9:00 a.m. 
 
April 20, 2026 Board of Supervisors’ Room 
Special Meeting Chancery Court Building 
 Jackson, MS 9:00 a.m. 
 
April 28, 2026 Board of Supervisors’ Room 
Work Session Chancery Court Building 
 Jackson, MS 9:00 a.m. 
 
Any additional, special, recessed, or other meetings may be held by posting, minute entry, 

or by other means as allowed by law. 

ADJOURNMENT 

UPON A motion of Anthony Smith and a second by Wanda Evers, Deborah Butler Dixon 

voting aye, Robert Graham voting aye, Bobby McGowan absent not voting, it was  

RESOLVED to adjourn until April 6, 2026, Board of Supervisors’ Room, Chancery 
Court Building, Jackson, Mississippi.  Whereupon the meeting adjourned at 
approximately 10:30 a.m.  Notice is hereby given that the meeting to be held on April 6, 
2026, is a Regular Meeting of the Board. 

HINDS COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
 
 

__________________________________________ 
Robert Graham, Board President 

 
Attest: 

Eddie Jean Carr, Chancery Clerk 
 
 

By: ______________________________ D.C. 
 


